sons for my opinion (plus an obvious indecent relish of
my description of the case), he was not of much help
either to the parties or to me, and kept on arguing as if
I were a Court. In apparent vexation, the parties request-
ed me to give them a certificate with my findings and
opinion. I was a little taken back at their asking for a
certificate which would not prove a rape but on the other
hand would be useful to the accused in a court of law.
I examined the vaginal smear which did not show any
spermatoza to indicate that a sex act was committed that
day, but there was enough evidence of venereal diseases,
showing that her widowhood was not really as pure and
white as snow.

I gave the certificate stating all these facts and my
opinion, that the findings did not prove a rape was com-
mitted. I lost sight of this case for six months. Then
suddenly two V.LP.'s of the district came and began tak-
ing an interest in me and in my work. One of them came
to me and was very solicitous about my work and welfare.
He said, "About the rape case that you examined, doctor,
they belongJto my village; is it not possible that you could
have overlooked a few certain signs of rape ? Your certi-
ficate was filed in the Sub-Collector's Court and you may
have to give evidence in the Court."

" How are you interested in tKe case, Sir ? "

" The employer of the victim is my friend, and belongs
to my party. It is today this washer-woman and tomorrow
it may be any respectable lady. If this atrocity is allowed
to pass, no woman is safe in the village. You must do
something about it, doctor,"

"I told your advocate that there were no signs to
prove rape. Why did vou file my certificate? , Who is the
accused in this case?"

"The Village Munsiff who is power-mad and a sworn
enemy of my friend, is the employer of this woman. He
wanted to insult my friend by ravishing his washer-woman.
We thought by threatening to file a case with your certifi-
cate, he would come to his senses, and compromise.
Nothing happened. Have you told anybody of the weak-
ness of the certificate?"
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